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TEASER
FADE | N:
INT. CAMPUS - |.T. LAB - DAY 1

It’s a full house in the Acadeny’s conmputer lab - SOFlA,

SKYE, FRANKI E and ALITA sit on one row, each behind a
conputer termnal, while behind themsit HEI D, KEEYA, DEBBIE
and ANNA.

The girls are in various states of mnd - Skye is staring out
the wi ndow as Alita and Sofia chatter to each other. Frankie
is busy filing her nails - as is Heidi, the two canpus

pri ncesses making sure everything is in place.

Keeya | ooks pretty bew | dered as she taps experinentally at
her keyboard, nodding a thanks as a grinning Anna reaches
across to correct what she’'s doing. It’s only Debbie who
seens to be actually |ooking forward to their |esson.

The door at the far end of the room opens, and the girls | ook
up expectantly - and in wal ks DR RAYMOND CHANNI NG. He's a
handsone man in his late thirties, clean shaven and smartly
dr essed.

Franki e and Eri ka perk up noticeably as they | ook the new
arrival up and down. He casts his eye over the girls before
heading for the desk at the head of the class.

CHANNI NG
Good norni ng, | adies.

They munbl e their greetings, and he sm rks.

CHANNI NG (cont ' d)
And what an ent husi astic bunch of
fireworks you all are this norning!

Channi ng turns and draws his nane on the whiteboard behi nd
him then turns to face the girls.

ANNA
Are you gonna do that every tine
you take a |l esson with us, Doc?

CHANNI NG
Until you all start spelling ny
nanme correctly on your test sheets,
then yes. Now then. Which of you
can tell nme why you re here today?

Debbi e’ s hand shoots up. Channing scans the rest of the room -

obvi ously Debbie is always the first to answer - before he
has to settle on picking Debbie.
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CHANNI NG (cont' d)
Yes, M ss Livesey.

DEBBI E
We're here to nove from er, basic
conmputing skills to starting an
under st andi ng of el enentary
t echnopagani sm Er, sir.

CHANNI NG
Correct. As part of the w de
variety of Slayer-related skills
you' Il be |earning here, your
headm stress feels that a ground
knowl edge of the art of the
technopagan is an inportant thing
to understand, especially in
today’ s conputerised age. Now, who
has previ ous experience with nodern
day technopagani sn?

Debbi e rai ses her hand - and no-one el se does. She COUGHS and
slowy lowers it again.

CHANNI NG (cont ' d)
Let’'s start with the basics. M ss
Under wood?

Everyone turns to Skye, who is still staring out through the
w ndow. Channing waits a beat, then stands over her desk.

CHANNI NG (cont ' d)
Skye?

She blinks and | ooks round at | ast.

SKYE
That' s ne.

CHANNI NG
I need you to perform an inportant
denonstration for ne.

SKYE

Does it involve ne leaving early?
CHANNI NG

Not exactly. | need you to turn

your conputer on.

She | ooks at her screen - it’s blank. Everyone else’'s is on
and hunm ng quietly.

SKYE
I didn’t think we'd-
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CHANNI NG

It’'s painfully obvious that youd
rat her be somewhere el se right now,
M ss Underwood, but |I’mafraid for
the next fifty-three mnutes you' re
all mne, and when you' re all m ne,
I only have one rule. Conputers are
to be switched on.

Skye scows at him hitting the power switch and fl opping
back in her seat.

CHANNI NG (cont ' d)
That’ s better. Now. Let’s run
t hrough a few sinple exercises. You
shoul d see an icon on your desktop
mar ked. . .

Channi ng’s voice fades away as we slowy DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. CAMPUS - |.T. LAB - LATER 2

Channing sits at his desk alone - Debbie is the last girl to

| eave,
door .

following the others as they file out through the
The whi teboard behi nd Channing is covered with

conpl i cated diagranms and scribbled witing.

Debbi e pauses in the doorway, waiting for the others to | eave
bef ore stepping cautiously towards Channi ng’s desk.

DEBBI E
Uh, M. Channing?

CHANNI NG
Yes, Debbi e?

DEBBI E
| just wanted to say, er, thank
you. For the |lesson. Today. It was,
uh... well, your class is the only
one I'’mtaking so far that | think
I have a chance at passi ng!

CHANNI NG
(nods)
You have a natural aptitude for
this kind of thing, Debbie. 1'd
hate to see it go to waste. |
under stand you’' re al so sonet hi ng of
a nedi cal expert?

DEBBI E
(bl ushes)
Well, “expert’ is a bit of a

stretch, but...
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CHANNI NG
Never sell yourself short, Debbie.
Anybody can achi eve anything they
set their mnd to. Especially here.

She nods, smling, then hurries out of the classroom
Channing waits until her footsteps have noved away, then
turns back to his conputer screen.

Wth a few taps at his keyboard, he brings up a screen with
the Acadeny’s coat of arns on it - and a w de banner reading
‘Classified Access Only.’

Channing grins, his fingers skittering rapidly across the
keys - and the banner changes to one that reads ‘ Access
G anted.’

He reaches into his briefcase and takes out a small zip
drive, plugging it into his desktop and typing again -
bringing up several windows with files and fol ders.

CHANNI NG (cont ' d)
(shakes head)
Honestly... it’s like working in
t he Dark Ages!

A few nore runs over his keyboard flashes up the nessage
‘Downl oading files...

Channi ng sits back and watches the folders on display
downl oad thenselves into his zip drive, and fromhis
satisfied grin, we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF TEASER
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ACT _ONE
FADE | N
EXT. CAMPUS - MAIN ENTRANCE - ROOFTOP - LATER 3

Skye sits in her usual haunt up on the roof overl ooking the
front grounds, her shades on agai nst the sun as she busies
herself with a graphic novel.

The access door opens up and Sofia steps out, scanning the
roof and spotting Skye hiding behind an air vent.

She heads over, Skye not |ooking up as Sofia’ s shadow falls
across her.

SOFI A
Good book?

Not hi ng. Sofia | ooks around, sighs and crouches next to Skye.

SOFI A (cont' d)
Wiy aren’t you tal king to anyone?

Skye | ooks at Sofia over the frame of her gl asses, then back
down into her book.

SOFI A (cont' d)
Skye, | don’t know where this
attitude has cone fromall of a
sudden, but you-

SKYE
(interrupts)
But you don’'t have any idea what |
had to go through | ast week, so
until then...

She m nes zi pping her nmouth shut. Sofia isn’'t about to |et
that put her off, so she plonks herself down next to Skye.
Skye mutters sonet hing under her breath.

SCFI A
I’msorry, what was that?

SKYE
Not hi ng.

SCFI A
It sounded |ike sonething.

SKYE
(snaps)
| didn’t say anyt hing!

SOFI A
‘Say,’ no. ‘Mutter,’ yes.
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SKYE
(rolls eyes)
| said ‘make yourself confortable.

SCFI A
(smles)
Thank you, | wll.

Skye cl oses her eyes, curses silently and then shuts her
book, knowi ng she won’'t get any peace now.

SOFI A (cont' d)
So tell me about what happened.
Everyone |’ ve spoken to about your
Cruci amentumi s been a little,

wel | ... cagey about the whole
t hi ng.
SKYE
(bitterly)
Fi gures.
SCFI A

I think I have a right to know.

SKYE
Did | ask for a bl ow by-bl ow
description of yours?

SCFI A
You didn't need to, it was round
t he whol e bl oody school before I'd
even got back fromit!

Skye | ooks away, and Sofia exhales, patiently waiting for
Skye to open up to her.

SKYE
It's just...

SOFI A
Just what ?

Skye | owers her head, choosing her words carefully.

SKYE
| thought I'd nmade a difference
here, you know?

SOFI A
You have.

SKYE

(shakes head)
Not yet. Not by a |long shot.
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SCFI A
Skye, what happened out there? |
know you were in a real state when
t hey brought you back, but nobody
was able to tell ne anything.

SKYE
It doesn’t matter.
SCFI A
O course it matters! You' re ny

friend!

Skye | ooks at her, and Sofia raises an eyebrow, as if daring
Skye to deny that claim

SKYE
You gonna keep it to yourself?
SCFI A
O course | am
SKYE
They tried to get nme kill ed.
SCFI A
What ?! ?
SKYE
Strai ght up.
SCFI A
But... who did? Barbara?
SKYE
Her, not so much. But her bosses,
definitely.
SCFI A
I... I don’t understand.
SKYE
(shrugs)

Not hi ng to understand. They still
ook at ne like I'"mjust a vanpire
who got |ucky and found herself
with Slayer powers. Al they're
ever going to see ne as is a

t hreat.

Sofia takes this infornmation in, then folds her arns and
resunes her casual air.

SCFI A
Well, | don't see you like that.
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SKYE
That’s cute, but your opinion
doesn’'t really count for all that

much.
SCFI A

Doesn’t it matter to you?
SKYE

Vell. ..

(si ghs)

Yeah.

SCFI A

There you go, then. Stop being such
a martyr and tell me the rest of
the story.

Skye | eans back, closing her eyes.

Skye nods,

SKYE
They shipped nme off to this African
tenple, said it was like a training
ground for Slayers back in the old
days, when they were still all
tribal and crap like that.

SCFI A
Like the Primtive, you nmean?

SKYE
The what now?

SCFI A
Buffy told nme once, it was about..
(catches hersel f)
| promised |I'd stop doing that,
didn't 17?

and manages a grin at |ast.

SOFI A (cont' d)
Sorry. Carry on.

SKYE
This tenple was like the ultimte
Sl ayer chal |l enge. You nmade it
t hrough that, you’ d earned your
stripes for life. | guess they
figured that for a special case
like yours truly, they' d need
sonet hi ng nore hardcore than
shutting ne in a | ocked house with
a vanp on the | oose to take out.
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SOFI A
Yikes... | had no idea!

SKYE
I think that was the plan. Doubt
they’d want their dirty little
secret getting out - the Slayer who
[ived!

SCFI A
Well, yes, | can see why you'd
think that, but ook at it this way
- maybe they put you through al
t hat because they wanted to test
your abilities to the [imt?

SKYE
I"d count falling ceilings and big
sw ngy pendulumthings as a | ong
way past ‘the limt,’ Sofes!

SCFI A
That’s not what | mean. They know
you' re stronger and faster than any
of us, so they needed a test that
was proportionately harder for you.

Skye considers this - she hadn’'t | ooked at it that way
before! Sofia stretches out on the roof, soaking up the early
eveni ng sun over head.

SOFI A (cont' d)
But that’s not all that’s bothering
you, is it?

Skye shoots her a | ook, and Sofia shrugs.

SOFI A (cont' d)
I’ ve known you a while now, Skye. |
know when sonet hi ng personal is
bot heri ng you.

SKYE
(evasi ve)
Not hi ng’ s ‘ bot hering’ ne.

SOFI A
And | can certainly tell when
you' re |ying.

Skye shifts unconfortably, and Sofia turns to | ook at her.
SOFI A (cont' d)

So go on. Wiile it’s just the two
of us up here. Slayer to Sl ayer.
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SKYE
What’s with the interrogation? You
been readi ng those Nancy Drew
novel s agai n?

SCFI A
Nancy who?

SKYE
Never m nd.
(beat)
It’'s... it’s about Spike.

Sofia sits up, interested.

SCFI A
The Spike? M. vanpire-wth-a-soul
t he bl onde-haired | over from Los
Angel es who broke your heart?

SKYE
(eyes her)
Yeah... him
SCFI A
Sorry. | get alittle carried away
soneti nmes.
SKYE
Anyway... | saw... sonething when |

was in that tenple. I'mputting it
down to a hallucination fromthe
juice Dunstall shot nme up with
before I went in, but...

She trails off, and Sofia | eans cl oser, pressing for nore.

SOFI A
But ?

SKYE
I think | saw Spike. O, at |east,
sonet hi ng that | ooked |ike him

SOFI A
What did he say?
SKYE
He said... he told ne he’'d noved
on.
SOFI A
Oh dear.
SKYE

Those ain’t the words | used.

( CONTI NUED)



11,
CONTI NUED:  ( 6)

SOFI A
And has he?

SKYE
How shoul d I know? W haven't
spoken since | left LA For all |

know he’s married with kids by now.

SCFI A
That’s a little unlikely.

SKYE
You know what | nean.

Skye pulls her knees to her chest, hugging them

SCFI A
And that’s what’s been buggi ng you?
You had a hal l uci nati on of your ex
who told you he’d noved on?

SKYE
I know. Stupid, huh?
SCFI A
Actual ly... no.
SKYE
Huh?
SCFI A

What are hal | uci nati ons, anyway?
They’ re the subconsci ous m nd
inprinting itself on our perception
of the world.

SKYE
If you say so..

SCFI A
No, seriously. Hear ne out. What
if, deep down, you're just a little
i nsecure that Spike may indeed have
noved on and found sonmeone el se...
whil e you haven't?

Skye turns to stare at her, and Sofia continues.

SOFI A (cont' d)
Maybe what you saw was your brain's
way of making you accept that?
Alnost |ike it was trying to give
you a shake and tell you to nove on
yoursel f?
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SKYE
(t hought ful)
That’s... that's actually pretty
pr of ound.

SOFI A

(grins)
I have ny nonents.

SKYE
What about your dream boy?

SCFI A
(bl ushes)
Er... what?

SKYE
You know, that long-haired pretty
boy you keep dream ng about.

SOFI A
Oh... him

SKYE
Yeah, him Conme on, Sofes, we both
know you’ ve got the strongest
Sl ayer visions of any of us.
Haven’t you tried to reach out and
touch sonebody yet?

SOFI A

I wouldn't know how to. But...
SKYE

Yeah?
SOFI A

I think he's in trouble.

SKYE
How do you know?

SCFI A
Because every tine | see him..
he’s in trouble.

SKYE
Poi nt taken.

SCFI A
Maybe | can try... | don’t know
tal king to hinf

SKYE

(cheeky)
O getting his nunber?
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SCFI A
Skye!

SKYE
What? It'’s not |ike the rest of us

are getting any tail around here!
Al t hough. .

SCFI A
Al t hough what ? Sonet hi ng you
haven't told me?

A beat as Skye nulls over whether to tell Sofia about Frankie
and Dunstall or not.

SKYE
Naah. 1t’s nothing.

Sofia lets the subject drop, and as the two girls continue to
relax on the roof, we cut to:

I NT. CAMPUS - ELLEN S OFFI CE - DAY 4

ELLEN i s at her desk, sorting through a stack of paperwork,
when sonething starts to BEEP on her conputer

She frowns and turns to it, rattling at the keyboard for a
few nonments before squinting at the screen

ELLEN
VWhat the. ..

She watches for a few nore nonents - then her eyes go w de,
and she LEAPS out of her seat, dashing out of the office.

I NT. CAMPUS - STAFF ROOM CORRI DOR - NEXT 5

Ellen hurries out of her room alnost colliding with Channing
as he heads the other way.

ELLEN
Whah! Sorry, Ray.
CHANNI NG
That’'s alright. What’s the rush?
ELLEN
Uh... I'Il let you know. Is Barbara
in?
CHANNI NG
Sanme place as always, glued to her
desk.
ELLEN
Thanks.
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El l en hustles past him and Channi ng watches her go.

CHANNI NG
Sure it’s nothing I can help with?

ELLEN
Ask ne tonorrow

She KNOCKS at the door to Barbara' s office before stepping

i nside. Once she’s gone, Channing’ s expression quickly grows
anxi ous, and with a glance over his shoul der he hurries up
the corridor, heading for the foyer - and the exit.

I NT. CAMPUS - BARBARA'S OFFI CE - NEXT 6

BARBARA sits behind her desk, |ooking up at the agitated
Ellen with a rai sed eyebrow.

BARBARA
A hacker?
ELLEN
Looks like. 1’ve got alarns going

off all over my computer, says
we’'ve got a Level One security |eak
on our hands.

BARBARA
But we don’t have anything to hack,
except. ..

Her | ook darkens, and she glares at Ellen.

BARBARA (cont' d)
How di d you know about that?

ELLEN

(quilty)
Sorry. You know how it is.

BARBARA
You' re keepi ng tabs on our
restricted files now?

ELLEN
Hey, not ny idea!

Bar bara | eans back in her chair, clearly far from happy.
Ell en |l eans urgently across the desk.

ELLEN (cont' d)
Barb, this ‘you being nad at ne
thing is gonna have to wait.
Sonebody’ s gai ned access to all of
the restricted file databases you
guys keep here, and that neans-
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BARBARA
That neans sonebody may wel | have
just wal ked out of here with al
our secrets.

Bar bara stands, reaching for her phone.

BARBARA (cont' d)
(into phone)
Geg? It's Barbara. Find the girls,
woul d you? | think we have a job
for them And | ook for Dr.
Channing, we may be in need of his
skills.

She hangs up, then dials another nunber.

She stops as Ellen puts her

the call.

ELLEN
Now who are you calling?

BARBARA
The police. They need to-

ELLEN
Are you nuts?

BARBARA
| could ask you the sane thing!
What on earth are you doi ng?

ELLEN
Barb, we can’'t get the police
i nvolved in this!

BARBARA
They have a division for this sort
of thing. | should know.

ELLEN
How?

BARBARA

I"mafraid that’s none of your
busi ness.

hand on the phone,

15.

di sconnecti ng

Barbara starts to dial again - and again Ellen cuts her off.

ELLEN
Alright, fine. But hear ne out.
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BARBARA
(si ghs)
I’mlistening. Against ny better
j udgenent, | m ght add.

ELLEN
You tell the police we’ ve had our
net wor k hacked into and files
stolen, they re gonna |aunch an
i nvestigation, right?

BARBARA
That is what we pay themfor. And
anyway, we’d use our cover of just
being a private school, they'd have
no i dea what our real function is.

ELLEN
But whoever these hackers are, they
do know what we are. What we do
And if they get wind of the Feds on
their trail, they' Il scoot and we
can kiss all our docunents goodbye.

BARBARA
So what are you suggesti ng?

ELLEN
I’ m saying we do this ourselves.
Track down the hackers and get our
stuff back. Quiet, Ilike.

BARBARA
I"d nmuch rather-

ELLEN
Barb, trust ne.

El l en holds Barbara' s gaze - and after a beat, Barbara rolls
her eyes and puts the phone down.

BARBARA
Alright, let’s hear it. And be
qui ck, before I change ny m nd.
Ellen grins, and fromthat, we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. CAMPUS - BRI EFI NG ROOM - EVENI NG 7

Skye and Sofia head inside to find Frankie, Alita and Debbie
already waiting, along with Ell en, Barbara and GREG

BARBARA
Ah, girls. Take a seat.

Skye and Sofia join the others as Barbara takes her place at
the front of the room

SKYE
VWhat' s the sitch?

BARBARA
In layman’s terns...

GREG
we have a serious problem

FRANKI E
When do we not ‘ave a problenf

BARBARA
(eyes her)
Earlier today, the Acadeny’ s main
dat abase was hacked into, and a
substantial amount of highly
sensitive informati on was
downl oaded and st ol en.

DEBBI E
By who?

The staff exchange a | ook - and decide to keep what they
suspect to thenselves for now.

ELLEN
We don’t know yet. But as soon as
we find out, you girls are going to
head out to retrieve the stolen
dat a.

ALI TA
How do we recover ‘stolen data’'?

SCFI A
Yes, good question - how are we
going to do that, exactly?

SKYE
And define ‘sensitive.’
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BARBARA
|’ msorry?

SKYE
You said, and | quote, ‘highly
sensitive information’ has been
stol en. Such as?

BARBARA
(beat)
It's classified.

SKYE
Ch, cone on!

GREG
Skye, this is serious. W' re
tal king transl ati ons of prophecies
and manuscri pts that speak of
many. . .

Geg trails off, realising Barbara is glaring at him Sensing
he’s said too nuch already, he wi sely shuts up

BARBARA
It’'s best if you don’t know too
much about what’'s been taken.

ELLEN
Just take our word for it, this is
stuff we don’'t want anybody but our
si de know ng.

SCFI A
Alright, | think we get the idea.
ALI TA
Have you contacted the authorities?
FRANKI E
(scoffs)

What good woul d they do?

ALI TA
They woul d be able to help.

FRANKI E
They woul d ask too many questi ons.
That is unwise in a place such as
this, non?

GREG
Frankie's right. And while | can
count on one hand t he nunber of
tines |’ve said that..
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FRANKI E
Hey!

GREG
the fact remains we need to be
covert about this.

Bar bara nods to Ellen, who takes over the briefing.
ELLEN

Debbi e, you’' re probably wonderi ng
why we called you in here.

DEBBI E
Actually... yes. | thought I was in
troubl e.
ELLEN
(grins)

No, far fromit, sweetheart. You' ve
got the best conputer skills out of
anyone on the canpus.

DEBBI E
Wll, | don't like to boast, but...
ELLEN
The strategy |’ve drawn up is going
to need soneone like you to pull it

of f successfully, so for this
m ssion only, you can consider
yoursel f part of this squad.

Debbi e seens quite pleased by this, and gets a warmsm |l e
from Sofi a

SKYE
Wel cone to the big | eagues, Deb.
This is where screwi ng up neans
| osing an arminstead of Heidi
breaki ng a nail

Debbi e GULPS, suddenly | ooking |ess pleased, as Ellen
conti nues.

ELLEN
We' Il continue this briefing over
inny office, so let’s all neet
there in five mnutes.

She nods to the girls, then she, Barbara and G eg nmake their
way out, leaving the girls to chatter

ALI TA

What do you think we are going to
do?
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SCFI A
| think Debbie s the expert here..
any i deas?

DEBBI E
Logically, if someone-

SKYE
(interrupts)
Uh- oh, she used the word
‘logically.” Bad start.

DEBBI E
(flustered)
Uh, | nean, if sonebody got into,
you know, the Acadeny’s dat abases,
in theory, they' d be-

SKYE
(interrupts)
And now she uses ‘in theory'! | can
already tell 1’mgonna hate this
j ob.
SCFI A
Skye!

Sofia scows and puts a finger to her lips, and with a rol
of her eyes Skye notions for Debbie to continue.

DEBBI E
(adj usts gl asses)
I f soneone got into the school
servers and downl oaded the files,
they’d need to bounce themto a
static | P address.

FRANKI E
Quoi ?

SCFI A
She neans anot her conputer network
somewher e.
(beat)
Ri ght ?

DEBBI E
(nods)

There’s a heck of a lot of data
stored on the servers here. Mss
Giffin asked ne to hel p organi se
some of it a while ago. \Woever
took it would probably need to
download it to their own systens
first before noving it, and that’ ||
t ake sone tine.

( MORE)
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If Mss Marklew can track the data
to wherever it’'s being held..

FRANKI E
... then we can just go and stea
it right back!

DEBBI E
Pretty much.

SCFI A
Alright, let’'s go and see Ellen and
find out what the plan is, then!

Sofia stands, and the others follow her | ead. Skye hangs back
to talk to Debbie, gesturing towards Sofi a.

SKYE
She |i kes being in charge. Lucky
for her, we're all too lazy to
fight back.

Debbi e manages a nervous smle as we cut to:
I NT. CAMPUS - ELLEN S OFFI CE - EVEN NG 8

Ellen is stood behi nd MCLACHLAN, anot her of her commandoes,
as he taps away at her conputer. Sofia and the other girls
are waiting inside the office.

ELLEN
Alright, girls, here’ s our plan.
|’ ve got McLachl an here and sone of
the guys back at Initiative HQ
running a trace on the data that
was downl oaded fromthe servers
here. Soon as they can find a
| ocation for us, we're shipping out
t o-

MCLACHLAN
Ma’ anf

El | en heads back round to MLachl an.

ELLEN
Got sonet hing al ready? That was
fast!

MCLACHLAN

That’ s because the intel hasn't
gone very far. According to our
tracki ng software. .

He points to the screen - it shows a map of the United

Kingdom with two flashing dots - one in the South, marking
t he Acadeny, and a second further North, towards Scotl and.

( CONTI NUED)
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MCLACHLAN (cont' d)
this is where we need to be.
ELLEN
Huh.
SOFI A

Can | ask where?
Ellen turns the nonitor round to show the girls.

SKYE
Is that it?

ALl TA
| woul d have thought they would
have travell ed further.

ELLEN
You and nme both, Alita. QGuess
this'lIl be a short trip after all
MCLACHLAN

VWhoever made the transfer nust’ve
been in a hurry, they left a trai
amle wide for us to foll ow

ELLEN
Works for ne.
(to girls)
Ckay, gane tine.

FRANKI E
Just show us the way.

Ellen notions to the door, and the girls file out. Frankie is
| ast to | eave, pausing as MLachlan gets her attention.

MCLACHLAN
Psst !

FRANKI E
Hm?

MCLACHLAN

Hey, Frankie, over here.

Wth a glance to the departing team Frankie hangs back as
McLachl an stands and heads over to her.

FRANKI E

Is this inmportant? | ‘ave a pl ane
to catch.

( CONTI NUED)
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MCLACHLAN

Ch, no, not really, ma’am | just

heard about you... and Dunstall.
FRANKI E

(beat; innocent)

Heard what ?
MCLACHLAN

Ch, come on. It’s, like, the

bi ggest thing that’s happened for
any of the boys since we got here!

FRANKI E
(di sm ssive)
| amsure | do not know what you
are tal ki ng about.

She turns to | eave, but MlLachlan catches up to her.

MCLACHLAN
Look, you don’'t need to act al
i nnocent. He hasn’t been bragging.
He just, you know... told us what
happened.

Frankie stares at him then with a sigh nods her head.

FRANKI E
Al right, oui, sonmething did ‘appen
between us. But | do not see ‘ow it
i s any business of yours.

MCLACHLAN
Well, the thing is, ever since we
arrived here, Oficer Marklew told
us all that you girls were strictly
off limts, but if that’s
changed. .

Frankie frowns, not |iking where this is going.

MCLACHLAN (cont' d)
... | was wondering if you could
find out if your pal Sofia, you
know... |ikes ne.

FRANKI E
(st uck)
... will ‘“ave to see what | can
find out.

MCLACHLAN
You will?

She pats himon the chest, beam ng brightly.
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FRANKI E
(nods)
Bon. Now, | nust go. Au revoir.

McLachl an nods and |l ets her go, not seeing Frankie's smle
drop and be replaced by a | ook of dread as soon as her back
is turned. He goes back to the desk, and we cut to:

INT. M N VAN - N GHT 9

Ellen drives the Acadeny minivan as it thunders down a qui et
not orway, distant city lights just orange blobs in the gl oom
beyond the van w ndows.

Debbi e rides shotgun, a | aptop conputer open on her knees as
she reads from an on-screen map for directions.

ELLEN
How nmuch further?

DEBBI E
(consults screen)
Anot her twenty m |l es.

Ell en steps on the gas, and the m nivan picks up speed.

ALI TA

(edgy) _
Wiy must we drive so fast?

DEBBI E
Well, uh, they could be noving the
data on sonewhere el se, and we
don’t know for sure how | ong we
have until they finish processing
it.

SCFI A

(beat; to Ellen)
Go faster.

Ellen grins and puts the pedal down, and we cut to:

EXT. FIELD - N GAT 10
The mnivan rolls across a bunpy field, the sky bl anketed by
thick clouds, its headlights flicking off. Mst stretches
across the nurky surroundings as the girls inside peer al
around.

I NT. M NI VAN - NEXT 11

Lit by the glow of the | aptop screen, Debbie squints out into
t he darkness.

( CONTI NUED)



12

25.
CONTI NUED:

DEBBI E
Are we here?

ELLEN
Apparently. According to the trace
nmy peopl e gave us, the data was
transmtted to a server within a
mle of here. They can’'t nail it
down any cl oser than that.

SCFI A
Well, there’s nothing but fields as
far as | can see. If there’'s
anything within a mle of here,

we'll be able to see it!
SKYE

In theory.
SOFI A

Yes. In theory.
She slides open the van door and steps out:
EXT. FIELD - N GAT 12

The other girls join her as Sofia scans the darkness. Skye
steps to her side, eyes narrowed.

SOFI A
Anyt hi ng?

SKYE
Not vyet.

SOFI A

You’' ve got the best eyes out of al
of us, Skye. If you can't see
anyt hing, then there’s nothing

her el

Alita | ooks around, then glances towards Sofia - and spots
sonet hi ng. She frowns, stepping closer.

FRANKI E
(shivers)
It is cold out “ere! “Ury up
SKYE
Look, Frenchie, | don’t know what

to tell ya, there ain’t nothing-

ALI TA
Uh, Sofi a?

The girls turn to see Alita pointing towards Sofia’ s back.
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SOFI A
VWhat is it?
ALI TA

| believe your Scythe is trying to
tell us sonething.

Sofia frowns, then reaches for her Scythe, drawing it from
its sheath across her back.

El I en, bul ky backpack over one shoul der, shines a flashlight
over as Sofia takes the weapon out - and it’s G.ON NG

Sofia | ooks surprised to see the Scythe pulsing with soft
white light. She swings it slowy fromside to side, noticing
the pulsing getting stronger over to her right.

SCFI A
(confidently)
Thi s way.

She starts to wal k, but Frankie holds her back.

FRANKI E
“This way’ ? What is ‘this way ?

SCFI A
Where we’' re supposed to go.

FRANKI E
“Own can you know that ?

Skye wal ks past them heading in the direction the Scythe is
i ndi cati ng.

SKYE

That thing s never wong, Frankie.
FRANKI E

All I amsaying is, we should

exercise a little caution! W are
out ‘ere in the mddl e of nowhere!
Who knows what’'s waiting...

She trails off as the thick clouds overhead part at |ast,
letting the full nmoon shine down - and a CASTLE is reveal ed
in the nmoonlight!

It’s a classic design - square and angular, with four stubby
towers at each corner

Sofia smles back at Frankie.

SCFI A
See? This way.
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Frankie nutters sonething as she follows the others, and they
find thensel ves in:

EXT. CASTLE GROUNDS - NEXT 13

The girls are closer to the castle now, hiding behind a row
of thick shrubs to take a better | ook.

There are a few scattered Iights on inside, and a snmall outer
wal |l | eads down a hill to the right, towards a | ake bel ow.
Dotted trees line the way between the girls’ hiding place and
the tall front gates.

SCFI A

Well, this is a first.
SKYE

You're telling nme! | thought

Engl and was covered with these

t hi ngs.
DEBBI E

You nust watch a |l ot of television.
SKYE

(dryly)

However did you guess?

GREG
Conme on, girls, focus. W need to
get inside wthout being seen.

SKYE
That won’'t be too hard. You seen
how dark it is? | say we head round
this tree cover to that side wall,
then clinmb up the hill on the | ake
side to get to the side entrance.

FRANKI E
VWhat side entrance?
SKYE
(poi nts)

Can’t you see it?
Everyone but Skye squints, and she rolls her eyes.

SKYE (cont' d)

Trust ne, | can see it. Follow ne.
FRANKI E
(mutters)

Do we ‘ave a choice?
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14

28.
CONTI NUED:

She steps out from behind the shrubs and starts to head

towards the outer wall, and as the others slowy follow her,
we cut to:
EXT. CASTLE - TURRET ROOFTOP - NEXT 14

Up high one the roof of one of the towers, overlooking the
fields surrounding the castle. Skye and the rest of the team
can just be seen dashing towards the outer wall far bel ow

A DARK SHAPE rises into view, reaching out one tal oned hand
and gripping onto the battlenments, HI SSING as it watches the
approaching girls.

It studies themfor a few beats, then with an angry SNARL it
DARTS back out of sight, and we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT TWO

( CONTI NUED)



15

29.

CONTI NUED:
ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. CASTLE - WALL - NI GHT 15

At the point where the outer wall blends into the side of the
castle, and the top of the hill reaches the base of the wall,
a sonewhat nuddy Skye clanmbers into view

She gets to the top of the hill and pauses for breath, as the
other, simlarly nuddy Sl ayers drag thenselves into view

Once Debbi e and El I en have caught up, the group stop for a
nmonment, all clearly exhausted by the clinb.

SCFI A
(darkly)
‘Cdinb up the hill,’ you said. Wat
a daft bl oody idea that was!

SKYE
Hey, night vision doesn’'t tell ne
whi ch bits are gonna be slippery,

okay?
FRANKI E
It was all slippery!
ALI TA
(sneezes)
I think I am com ng down with
sonet hi ng. .
ELLEN
Let’ s keep novi ng.
DEBBI E
That’'s easy for you to say!
ELLEN
Hey, |’ m not overjoyed about

freezing ny ass off out here
ei ther, you know

SCFI A
Grls, girls. W can argue about
how bad an idea of Skye's this was
| ater.

SKYE
Hey!

SCFI A
Let’s find a way in.
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They cl anber up and onto the rear of the castle - a |ong
bal cony runs along the base of the wall, |eading towards a
doorway in its side.

SKYE
See? Told you there was a side
entrance.

FRANKI E

Very clever. Are you perhaps trying
to earn a gold star?

Alita tries the door - it’s locked. She rattles the handle a
few times, putting her weight against it, but it won't budge.

ALI TA
W may have to find another way in.

Skye | ooks up the wall - it’s a sheer clinb, with very little
in the way of foothol ds.

SKYE
Anybody bring a grapple gun?

DEBBI E
Uh, that m ght be a bit too noisy
for what we’'re attenpting.

SKYE
Naah, you just need one of those
cool Batman-style ones, that just

go ‘fw pp!’

There’s a FW PP sound from behind them The girls slowy turn
round - and Ellen is aimng a high tech GRAPPLE GUN at a
w ndow | edge sone way up the wall.

Wth a distant CLANK, the grappling hook she fired | ocks into
pl ace, and Ellen gives the rope trailing fromit an
experi nmental tug.

ELLEN
It's secure. Sofia, you go first.

Sofia nods, still looking a little surprised, and starts to
clinmb the rope, shimying up the wall and using her feet for
| ever age.

SKYE
Where do you get those wonderful
t oys. ..

ELLEN

Skye, you're up

One by one, the girls start to clinb the rope, and we cut to:



16

31.

I NT. CASTLE - EMPTY ROOM - NEXT 16

Looki ng towards a shuttered wi ndow, a few rays of noonli ght
peeking in from outside.

The shutter RATTLES, then with a CRACK it pops open,
revealing Sofia with the Scythe in one hand. She’d used it as
a makeshift crowbar to | ever the shutter open.

G anbering into the roomthrough the exposed w ndow, she
| eans back out to help pull Skye and the others up.

Once the teamare all assenbled, Ellen bring out her
flashlight and shines it round the room

It’s filled with furniture covered by dust sheets, and | ooks
as though it’s been disused for sone tine.

SKYE
(cyni cal)
Geat. W drive for four hours to
break into the fricken Addams
Fam |y mansi on.

Ell en takes the | aptop out of her bag, and Debbie pops it
open, bringing up a GPS map on the screen

DEBBI E
(poi nts)
There. The signal’s nmuch stronger
now we’'re in here. The stone walls
nmust have been di srupting the
tracki ng signal before.

ELLEN
VWhere do we need to | ook?

DEBBI E
Ah, three floors down.

ELLEN
Ckay, we split up. Debbie, Aita,
you're with ne. The rest of you, go
take a | ook around, find out who
lives here and why they’d want to
| ow-jack our files.

SKYE
Can we cause a diversion? |’ m good
at that.

ELLEN

If we need you to, yeah. But neke
sure you know where the exits are.
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Sofia heads for the only door in the room a heavy, oaken
affair, and pulls it open with a CREAK

SOFI A
(w nces)
Sorry.
FRANKI E

Apol ogi se if sonebody ‘ears that
and finds us. Not before.

Wth a last nod to Ellen’s group, Sofia | eads Skye and
Franki e off down the darkened corridor beyond.

ELLEN
Al right, Debbie, you' re in charge
now. Lead the way.

Debbi e GULPS again, still pretty tense, and | eads the team
out through the door and off in the opposite direction to
Sofia s gang, as we cut to:

I NT. CASTLE - CORRI DOR - NEXT 17

Sofia and the others creep stealthily forward, Sofia raising
a hand to stop them when she sees a |ight up ahead.

SKYE
VWhat ?

SOFI A
You see that?

SKYE
Yeah, |ight. And?

SOFI A
Just be careful.

She starts to edge forward again, follow ng the corridor
round a bend and into:

I NT. CASTLE - CHAMBER - NEXT 18

The light Sofia saw is com ng fromseveral flam ng TORCHES
fixed to the wall, as the girls step into a | arge chanber

The walls are covered with an array of nounted WEAPONS,
everything fromswords and axes to archai c weapons |ike naces
and spears.

SKYE
(1 nmpressed)
Wah! Now that’s what | call a
hal ber d.
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FRANKI E
Who keeps a room full of weapons in
an old castle like this?

Sofia lightly pricks her finger against one of the sword
bl ades - and WNCES. It’'s very sharp

SCFI A
(sucki ng finger)
Sonmebody who pl ans on using them

SKYE
I don’t need Slayer Sense to get a
bad vi be about this drop, guys.

SCFI A

|’mstarting to agree with you.
SKYE

| vote we change our plan to ‘cause

di version, exit.’ In that order.
FRANKI E

We should at least try to find out
who lives ‘ere first.

SCFI A
Frankie's right.
SKYE
Twi ce in one day?
FRANKI E
(scow s)

It is better than your suggestion!

The two start to bicker as Sofia approaches a door at the far
end of the chanber, opening it slightly.

She hears FOOTSTEPS, and frantically waves to Skye and
Franki e to make them shut up

Sofia |listens at the doorway as a mal e voi ce, boasting a
thick Scottish accent, can be heard:

MALE VO CE (O S.)
Aye, all I'’msaying is, if we do
have intruders, we shoul dnae | et
the girls just run around | ookin’
for a fight!

A woman’ s voi ce answers, strong and commandi ng:
FEMALE VO CE (O S.)

And are you going to tell themto
st op, Ham sh?
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A beat.

FEMALE VO CE (O. S.) (cont'd)
I didn't think so. Now cone with
me, we need to make sure our guest
has fi ni shed. .

The voice trails off, and Sofia's face drops.

MALE VO CE (O S.)
VWhat is it?

FEMALE VO CE (O S.)
Soneone’ s t here.

Sofia junps away fromthe door, pushing Skye and Frankie with
her as the trio race back out of the chanber.

They're just out of sight as the door opens - to reveal KIRA
BROGAN! Her dark eyes scan the chanber as the owner of the
mal e voice joins her. He's a tall, wiry man with short,
scrappy blonde hair - this is HAM SH.

HAM SH
Ther e’ s no-one here.

Kl RA
There was. Get Rachel and Del aney
to make a sweep of this floor. W
have visitors.

FromKira' s fierce glare, we cut to:
I NT. CASTLE - STAI RVELL - NEXT 19

Debbie | eads Ellen and Alita down a descendi ng spiral
staircase, glancing fromthe | aptop screen to the steps.

ELLEN
Is it much further?
DEBBI E
Er... no, not far. There should be

a door any second...
And there it is. A wooden door, set into the staircase wall.
Alita steps up to it, trying the handle - and it opens. She
| ooks to Ellen, who nods, and Alita darts through, into:
I NT. CASTLE - STUDY - CONTI NUQUS 20

Alita finds herself in a cosy study room conplete with
| arge, hi gh-backed | eather chairs and roaring open fire.

She checks round but the roomis enpty, and so she waves
El l en and Debbi e in behind her.
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DEBBI E
(1 ooki ng round)
Well, this is... nice?
ELLEN

I think it’s safe to say sonebody
lives here now.

Alita spots two cups on a coffee table by the chair, and
steps over to press her hand agai nst them

ALI TA
Half full. And still warm Sonebody
was just here.

ELLEN
Wi ch neans they coul d cone back
any second. Debbie?

DEBBI E
poi nt s)
Shoul d be right through those

doors.

She ains themtowards a set of double doors in the opposite
wall, and the trio head over. Ellen draws a HANDGUN from
i nsi de her jacket and notions for Debbie to hang back.

Ellen and Alita take a side of the doors each, and wait as
Ellen counts to three... and on three, they BURST i nto:

I NT. CASTLE - BACK ROOM - CONTI NUQUS 21

A small roomoverflowing wth high tech conputer equipnent.
Servers, termnals, nonitors - the works.

Ellen Il owers her gun as she scans the room and Debbi e pokes
her head in to check it all out.

DEBBI E
Bl i mey! There nust be thousands of
pounds’ worth of gear in here!

ALI TA
Wuld this be where our data is
bei ng hel d?

Debbi e consults the | aptop, and nods.

DEBBI E
It is. It could be on any one of
t hese servers, though, so I'Il have
to go through themuntil | get the

ri ght one.

El | en nudges Debbie into the room
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ELLEN
CGet started. W' ve got your back.
DEBBI E
"Il warn you now, |'m no hacker,
I’ m just-
ELLEN

(reassuring)
Al you need to do is link that
| aptop to their server and point it
towards our files. MlLachlan’s set
an ftp transfer up over at the
Acadeny, it'll zap the files right
back over there.

DEBBI E
Real | y?
(1 nmpressed)
That’s quite clever.
ELLEN
(grins)
Yeah, | thought so too. Now hurry

it up!

Debbi e jerks back to reality and wades through the ness of
waywar d el ectroni c equi pnent, finding a cluttered desk and
settling the | aptop down.

She opens a panel on its side and feeds out a thin cable,

| ooki ng round for an input socket on the nearest server, as
we cut to:

I NT. CASTLE - CORRIDOR - NEXT 22

Sofia, Skye and Frankie are hurrying back al ong the darkened
corridor.

FRANKI E
Why are we runni ng away?
SCFI A
W' re not ‘running away’ ! | just

didn’t like the | ook of things back
there, that's all.

FRANKI E
‘Didn’t like the |l ook of things ?
W were in aroomfilled with
weapons! What wasn't to |ike? W
could “ave ‘el ped ourselves to
t hem
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SCFI A
(frustrated)
| don’t know | just...

SKYE
You just what?

SCFI A
| just got a bad vibe off whoever
that woman | heard was. Like she
was sonebody we shoul dn’t take on.

SKYE
So we are runni ng away?

SOFI A
(beat)
It’s a tactical w thdrawal.

FRANKI E
It certainly feels |like we are-

Franki e suddenly SHRI EKS as sonet hi ng LAUNCHES itself at her!
She crashes to the floor, frantically trying to shove
whatever it is away as Sofia and Skye run over to help.

Sonmet hing small and dark is attacking Frankie, and as a set
of claws SLASH across her cheek, she CRIES QUT - and Kl CKS
the creature square in the chest.

It sails away and | ands further down the corridor in a heap,
and Frankie gets to her feet, pressing a hand to her wound.

FRANKI E (cont' d)
Chi enne!

SKYE
The hell was that?

SOFI A
One nore reason we should find
Ell en and the others and get out of
here, come on

The small figure stirs and starts to rise again, as Sofia
pul | s Skye and Frankie round a corner.

SKYE
Ckay, stop. Random wonen givi ng you
the chills? Watever. But freaky
little mdgets dropping fromthe
ceiling? | say that makes this
Sl ayer tine.

Skye draws her twi n sai daggers fromher belt, twirling them
round.
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SCFI A
(pl eadi ng)
Skye, please, | really amgetting a
terribly bad feeling about-

SKYE
Rel ax! Just let nme kill that thing,
then we’ re good.

Skye w nks, then jogs back round the corner, out of sight.
Sofia and Frankie wait for a beat...

and Skye cones racing back round the corner, eyes w de,
frantically waving to them

SKYE (cont' d)
Run! Run!!

Wth a mass of GROALS, a horde of dozens nore BLACK SHAPES
burst out of the darkness and stream round the corner in hot
pursuit, and the girls take flight!

I NT. CASTLE - TRAI NI NG ROOM - NEXT 23

They hustle into another room quickly SLAMM NG t he door shut
behi nd them and drawi ng a heavy bolt across the door - just
as the wave of creatures SLAMS into the door!

The door buckl es, but holds, and the angry SNARLS and HI SSES
of the critters outside fills the roomas they back away from
t he door.

The roomthey' ' re in is long and narrow, with what |ook |ike
nonkey bars against one wall and a line of training dumm es
arranged before the next. An archway on the far side forns
the only other exit out of the room and there are various
itenms of weight training equipnment scattered around.

The girls don’'t notice any of this, their attention | ocked on
the door as it rattles furiously. There's a |ong beat before:

SOFI A
That was-

DELANEY (O S.)
Cl ose?

The girls spin round - and waiting for themis DELANEY and
RACHEL, each sporting a weapon and each | ooking ready to
runbl e.

FRANKI E
You!

DELANEY
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SOFI A
You know her ?

FRANKI E
(narrows eyes)
Ch, oui. W are old friends.

Del aney and Rachel fan out as Sofia and the others do the
sanme, the two sides eyeing each other warily.

SKYE
(to Rachel)
You're in on all this too, huh?

RACHEL
Afraid so. No hard feelings about
that thing in the attic, right?

SKYE
Oh, no sweat. | figure once | knock
out a few of your teeth I'll be
feeling al nost happy about the
whol e t hi ng.

Rachel grins and starts spinning her sword round in her hand,
and Skye noves out to neet her.

Del aney wat ches as Frankie draws her |ong, thin duelling
sword fromits scabbard across her back - and takes out an
ornate short sword of her own, grinning as she advances on
Fr anki e.

Left alone, Sofia |ooks fromone pair to the next, trying to
wor k out what to do next.

SCFI A
What, nobody for ne?

KIRA (O S.)
No need to feel left out...

Sofia | ooks up as Kira strides into the roomthrough the
archway, grinning w ckedly at Sofi a.

KIRA (cont'd)
... I"msure we can keep everyone
happy.
Sofia grits her teeth and raises her Scythe - and Kira lifts

her hands, which start to CRACKLE with dark energy. Sofia
registers this, baking up a step defensively.

SCFI A
And you woul d be?
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Kl RA
The | ast person in the world you
want to take on by yourself.

Kira’s smle broadens as bolts of black magic start to spark
away from her hands, and Sofia s face falls.

SOFI A
(mutters)
Ch, boll ocks. ..

As one, Kira, Delaney and Rachel charge to the attack, and
we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. CASTLE - TRAI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT 24
Sofia LEAPS into the air as Kira sends a bolt of energy
scream ng towards her, and the blast DETONATES a chunk of the
fl oor beneath her.
Del aney | aunches herself at Frankie, her face twisted with
anger as her short sword rains down on Frankie' s own sword,
Franki e desperately trying to fend off the frenzied attack.
Skye and Rachel are sparring nore evenly - Skye seens faster

and stronger but Rachel is clearly the better fighter,
dodgi ng, feinting and pirouetting around Skye’'s attacks.

Kl RA
You’' ve got a | ot of nerve breaking
into nmy honme, 1’'Il give you that!

ZAP! Anot her stream of energy |ances out fromKira' s hands,
and Sofia narrowmy dodges it, the energy BLASTING a hole in
the wall by her head.

SOFI A
Your hone? | doubt that.

Kl RA
What, you don’t think I'’mthe
castle type?

SCFI A
More like the trailer type

Kira SNARLS with anger and lets fly with another ball of
energy, but Sofia easily dodges that one.

She grins - she’s getting Kira angry, and her shots are going
wi de. Just as she needs themto.

Over with Skye and Rachel, Rachel ducks behind a training
dumry and SHOVES it towards Skye, knocking her off bal ance.

Bef ore Skye can recover, Rachel flashes past her, her sword
SLICING into Skye’'s arm

SKYE
(grow s)
Cheap shot!

Skye turns on Rachel - and VAMPS OQUT! Rachel staggers back in
surprise, and Skye grins.

SKYE (cont' d)
You wanna see ny party trick?

( CONTI NUED)



42.
CONTI NUED:

Skye runs in to the attack, her sai SPARKING off Rachel’s
sword as she lets loose with a flurry of attacks, finally
knocki ng Rachel back with a KICK to the stonach

Franki e, nmeanwhile, is holding her own agai nst Del aney’s
assaul t, ducki ng under one swi ng and BARG NG her shoul der
into the brunette, sending her CRASH NG back into the nonkey
bars.

FRANKI E
(smrks)
Per haps you need to spend nore tine
in ‘erel!

Del aney glares at her - then deftly RUNS up the bars, |eaving
Franki e wi de-eyed as Del aney pushes off, flips over her in
md-air and |ands behind her, to SLAM her fist into Frankie's
j aw.

Frankie hits the deck, and a grinning Del aney steps over her,
fl exing her fist.

DELANEY
Actually, I think |’ m doing
al right.

Sofia ROLLS to avoid another blast of energy, and Kira is
clearly getting frustrated.

Kl RA
You’ ve got to be Sofi a.

SOFI A
On first nane terns, are we?

Kl RA
Cocky little British bitch? Yeah,
you' re her, alright.

Kira THROAS anot her bolt her way, and at |last this one
connects, striking Sofia in the chest and sendi ng her sailing
across the room

She SLAMS into the wall and drops to the floor, w nded,
wheezing for breath as Kira stal ks over. She kicks the Scythe
away from her hands, then crunches her boot onto Sofia’s
hand.

KIRA (cont'd)
I know a | ot about you and your
friends, Sofia. You should know
you' ve got a lot of trouble com ng.

SOFI A
(gritted teeth)
VWhat else... is new?
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Kira kneels, GRABS Sofia by the throat and effortlessly lifts
her up into the air. Sofia CHOKES, her feet dangling.

Kl RA
|’ve got a lot of work to do, and |
can’t have a bunch of little do-
gooders |like you getting in ny way!

SCFI A
So try... a newline... of work!

Sofia manages to KICK Kira in the chest, and Kira staggers
back, dropping her to the ground.

Their eyes both fall on the Scythe, and Sofia dives for it.
Kira sends a blast of energy Sofia’ s way, and it hits the
floor by the Scythe, EXPLODING in Sofia's face.

She SHRI EKS and rolls backward, stunned, as Kira turns to see
how t he other two are doing.

Del aney is busy punching the stuffing out of a bl oodied
Franki e, while Rachel and Skye are still sparring - they seem
evenly matched, neither one able to get the upper hand..

... until an inpatient Kira BLASTS Skye with a spell, sending
her spinning to the floor with a CRASH

RACHEL
(breathl ess)
Hey! | was-

Kl RA
Wasting tine, is what you were
doi ng. Del aney!

Del aney turns, registering Kira s stern gaze and dropping the
battered Frankie to the deck.

KIRA (cont'd)
Clean up in here.
(to Rachel)
Come with nme. We have to find the
ot hers, before they-

She stops as a panting Ham sh appears in the archway.

HAM SH
They found the archives room
Kl RA
(rolls eyes)

Per f ect.

She strides out of the room taking Rachel with her, and
Del aney | ooks across the three stunned Sl ayers before her.
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DELANEY
(bitter)
‘“Clean up in here...
(si ghs)
Story of ny life.

She heads over to Sofia, who has several cuts across her face
fromthe | ast energy bolt thrown at her.

DELANEY (cont' d)
So you're the special one, huh? The
one who got this?

She reaches for the Scythe, turning it over in her hands.
DELANEY (cont' d)
Doesn’t |l ook like all that nuch
Maybe if | use it to-

WHAM Del aney freezes - then slunps to one side, collapsing

to the floor to reveal Frankie, a dunbbell in her hand.
FRANKI E
(furious)

You turn your back on ne?!?

She drops the dunbbell with a CLANG and goes to Sofi a,
hel pi ng her up.

FRANKI E (cont' d)
Are you alright?

Sofia dabs at the cuts on her face, w ncing.

SCFI A
|’ ve been better. \Were s Skye?

Skye GROANS | oudly as she picks herself up, shaking her head
to clear the cobwebs.

SKYE

(groggy)
What happened?

SCFI A
Renmenber that bad feeling | was
telling you about?

SKYE
(darkly)
Yeah, yeah. Let’s go.

Picking up their fallen weapons, Frankie and Skye head for
the archway, but Sofia calls to them
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SOFI A
(of f Del aney)
Wait, what about her?

SKYE
(shrugs)
Screw her.

SOFI A

We can’t just |eave her here, what
if she wakes up and cones after us?

Skye and Franki e swap gl ances, before Skye heads over,
crouches next to Del aney - and PUNCHES her agai n.

SKYE
There. Happy?

Skye offers a hand to help Sofia up, and we cut to:
I NT. CASTLE - STUDY/ BACK ROOM - NEXT 25

Ellen and Alita wait at the entrance to the back room as
Debbi e taps away at the | aptop.

She GROANS, disconnects the |aptop from anot her server, and
starts hunting around for one she hasn't tried yet.

ELLEN
Debbi e, cone on! Wat’'s taking so
| ong?

DEBBI E

(frustrated)
| can’t find the bloody server with
the Acadeny files on, can 1? It’s
not like there’s a big sign painted
on the side saying ‘Plug In Here!

ELLEN
(checks wat ch)
W’ ve al ready been here too |ong.
Pick one nore, then |’ m aborting
t he m ssion

DEBBI E
No! Don’t do that. | can find it, |
know | can!

ELLEN
(beat; sighs)
You got two nore m nutes, nake ‘em
count!

Alita narrows her eyes, heading over to the entrance to the
study. Ellen catches up to her.
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ELLEN (cont' d)
What ?
ALI TA
Sonmeone is comng... no, several
peopl e are com ng
ELLEN
Dam it...
(shout s back)
Debbi e!

DEBBIE (O S.)
Just a bit | onger!

Alita leans out into the corridor beyond - then her eyes
wi den, and she SLAMS the door shut.

ELLEN
What is it? What did you-

POWN Sonething big SLAMS into the door, and Alita is al nost
thrown away fromit.

Ellen quickly joins her to help brace it shut, as whatever’s
on the other side starts to HAMVER at the door.

ELLEN (cont' d)
Did you see what it is?

ALI TA
Not clearly... but I knowit is not
sonmething I wish to see up cl ose!

Anot her SLAM agai nst the door threatens to blast it clean off
its hinges, and it's all Ellen and Alita can do to stay
st andi ng!

ELLEN
(yel l's)
Debbi el |
DEBBIE (O S.)
Last onel

Ellen tries to go for her gun, but as the door SHAKES behi nd
her, she funbles it and the gun goes ski ddi ng across the
floor, out of reach. She CURSES as we cut to:

I NT. CASTLE - BACK ROOM - CONTI NUOUS 26
Debbi e is on her hands and knees under the desk, dragging

| arge server cabinets out of the way - and finally exposing
one, hidden anongst the others.
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DEBBI E

(grins)
There you are..

She grins and reaches for it, pulling it close enough to plug
the |aptop cable into it. She waits for an anxi ous nonent -
then beans as her laptop starts to BLEEP happily.

DEBBI E (cont' d)
(shout s back)
|’ve found them 1’ve got the
files!

She turns back to the screen, and we cut to:
I NT. CASTLE - STUDY - CONTI NUOUS 27

Ellen and Alita can’'t share in Debbie’'s joy, as the thing
outside the study is nonments away fromforcing its way in!

ELLEN
That's great, Debbi e!

ALI TA
(straining)
We cannot hold this nuch | onger!

ELLEN
| know, honey, | know. ..

El Il en |1 ooks around for sonething she can use - and spots a
heavy-1 ooki ng cabi net over by the fireplace.

ELLEN (cont' d)
Alright, |I’mgonna try sonething,
but 1've got to | eave you to do it.
Can you hold this door by yourself?

ALI TA
I-1... | do not-

ELLEN
(stern)
Can you hold the door by yourself?

Alita cl oses her eyes and nods.
ELLEN (cont' d)
Okay! On three. Ready? One...
two... three!

She darts away fromthe door, and Alita SHOUTS with exertion
as she takes the full weight of the creature outside.

Ell en races over to the cabinet and throws her shoul der
against it, nuscles bulging as she starts to push it over..
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The cabinet slowy starts to topple, and with a final YELL of
effort she sends it crashing towards the door - and Alital

Alita just sees it coming intinme to DI VE out of the way -
and the heavy cabi net SLAMS agai nst the door, blocking it
shut .

Ellen lifts Alita up as Debbie scanpers in fromthe back
room clutching the | aptop

DEBBI E
(excited)
It’s done! It was really sinple,
once |'d dialled up the school, al
| had to do was-

ELLEN
(exhaust ed)
Yeah, that’s great, Debbie, but
let’s save it for after we get out
of here, okay?

Debbi e nods, | ooking around for another exit - and that’s
when they hear a nuffled nmale voice shout for HELP.

They | ook round, confused, before Ellen heads to a snall
pantry door set into the study wall, pushing it open..

and there’s Dr. Channing! He's been stuffed into the
smal|l pantry, wists and ankl es bound.

DEBBI E

Dr. Channi ng?
CHANNI NG

Ellen! Grls! Ch, thank God. ..
ELLEN

VWhat the hell are you doing here?
CHANNI NG

...

(hangs head)
| ve got sonme explaining to do, I'm
afraid.

Alita reaches in to cut his bonds with a snall dagger
hel ping hi mout of the cranped pantry.

ELLEN
It can wait. You know a way out of
her e?

CHANNI NG

Yes, there’s a back door out
t hrough the archives room
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ELLEN
The what ?

CHANNI NG
The roomwi th all the conputers

DEBBI E
(suspi ci ous)
How do you know what it’s call ed?

Channi ng takes in their suddenly suspicious faces.

CHANNI NG
Like | said... | have sone
explaining to do.

Ell en grabs his arm and marches himtowards the back room
Debbie follows, but Alita calls to get their attention:

ALI TA
What about Sofia, Skye and Frankie?

ELLEN
They can take care of thenselves.

ALI TA
| amnot |eaving wthout them

ELLEN
And neither are we! But you may
have noticed the big, pissed off...
what ever the hell that thing is on
the other side of that door, so ny
plan right nowis to find a way out
and then go find the others. That
okay with you?

A beat - then Alita nods. She follows Ellen as we cut to:

28 I NT. CASTLE - CORRI DOR - NEXT 28

Ell en | eads her group al ong one of the many stone corridors
in the castle, turning a corner - and bunping straight into
Sofia s battered group!

ELLEN
Sof i al

SCFI A
(relieved)
Ch, you're all alright, thank
goodness!

DEBBI E
What happened to you?
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Sofia, Skye and Franki e exchange | ooks.

FRANKI E
W ran into a little... trouble.
SKYE

Yeah. W' re gonna save payback for
anot her day, and nove up to Def Con
CGet The Hell Qutta Dodge.

ELLEN
My thoughts exactly.

The reunited team head on as we cut back to:

I NT. CASTLE - STUDY - NEXT 29
Back in the study, the fallen cabinet still keeping the door
closed - until it EXPLODES out in a shower of flanes and
splinters!

A furious-1looking Kira steps through the snoking hole in the
door, her expression show ng that she knows the Sl ayers got
what they cane for

From her seething face, we DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. CAMPUS - | NFI RVARY - NI GHT 30
JAZ is on hand to patch up the injured Sl ayers, with the

handcuffed Channing sat in a chair surrounded by Ellen, Geg
and Bar bar a.

CHANNI NG
I can’t apol ogi se enough for what |
di d.

GREG
I think you ve got sonme ml eage
yet.

CHANNI NG

| told you, they bl acknmail ed ne!
They threatened ny famly, said if
| didn't help themget to your
files, they'd hurt ny children!

BARBARA
Why should we believe a word you
tell us?

CHANNI NG
Well... you picked up ny trail
didn't you?

The staff exchange curious | ooks.
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CHANNI NG (cont' d)
| made sure you could follow the
downl oaded files to where they were

being held. I was hoping for a
rescue... but | suppose an
interrogation cones with the
territory.

ELLEN
Wait, back up - you let us find
you?

CHANNI NG

Wth all due respect, M ss Marklew,
I’ m an excel |l ent technopagan. |If
I"d have wanted those files to

di sappear, you’ d never have found

t hem agai n.

Geg and Ellen |l ook to Barbara - and she reaches forward,
unl ocking his cuffs.

CHANNI NG (cont ' d)

Thank you.

BARBARA
I’ m handi ng you over to the
Council. It’s not up to ne to

deci de what to do with you.

CHANNI NG
| have val uabl e inside information
on a new eneny organi sation, |
think they' Il be very interested in
what | have to say.

BARBARA
We'll see. Ellen, would you do the
honour s?

ELLEN

My pl easure.
(to Channi ng)
Let’s go.

She hoi sts Channing to his feet and frog marches hi mout of
the infirmary, as Barbara and G eg head back over to Sofia
and the others.

JAZ
Sonme nasty bruises all round, but
not hi ng too seri ous.

SKYE

(dryly)
Yeah, they nust’ve gone easy on us.
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BARBARA
What can you tell us about thenf
SCFI A
Who, the people in the castle? Not
much.
FRANKI E

| recogni sed one as that girl Heidi
and | encountered in Val enci a.

SKYE
Yeah, and the other was that chick
| caught up in the rafters on
Sports Day.

SCFI A
I didn’t recogni se the woman, the
wi tch, but she knew who | was. And
that’'s what really worries ne.

BARBARA
You’ ve given us a good description,
we'll run it through the Counci
files and see what we can cone up
with.

GREG

You girls just need to rest now.

SKYE
(tongue in cheek)
Real | y? Can we?

Geg smles as he and Barbara nove to a quieter corner of the
room their expressions turning serious.

GREG
Are you thinking what |’ mthinking?

BARBARA
I"'mafraid so. She' s back

GREG
VWhat are we going to do? W have to
tell the girls sonething, they have
a right to know what they’' re up
agai nst.

BARBARA
Not vyet.

GREG
Barbara, we can’'t just-
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BARBARA
We need to know what we can tel
themfirst, Geg! There' s no point
telling themthe full story yet.
Until | tell you otherwise, this is
bet ween us. Under st and?

He nods, and Barbara exits. G eg takes a breath and turns
back round - to find Debbie standing before him

GREG
On! Hel |l o.

DEBBI E
I, er..

She holds out a CO-Rin its plastic case to him

DEBBI E (cont' d)
You know, those files you wanted ne
to find for you. On the Acadeny
server. | snuck themonto a CD
while we were reconpiling the
dat abase.

GREG
Ah, yes. Good. Thank you.

DEBBI E
No probl em

She smiles and heads off. Geg stares down at the CDin his
hands, his expression turning serious once nore, and as he

quickly tucks it back into his jacket and heads back over to
Sofia and the others, we:

BLACK QUT:

END OF SHOW




